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The digital
world
continues to
expand at
the Hospital.
Last year,
we installed
a digital
radiology
unit.

This new x-
ray unit
allows us to
minimize the
number of
exposures
that your pet
requires to
obtain an
accurate x-
ray. This
reduces
your pet’'s
and the
staff’s
exposure to
X-rays.

The x-ray is
captured in
a digital form
allowing us
to e-mail the
X-ray to
other
specialists
for their
opinion.

Hospital will mail out reminders over the next few months to al our canine owners to
remind them to have their dogs tested for heartworm. If the test is negative, the dog
can then be started on either the monthly or daily heartworm preventive pills. If the
test is positive, we can start treatment for the disease.
It isimportant to test all dogs before starting heartworm medication. If your dog is positive,
serious and perhaps fatal drug reactions can occur.
As aways, we test your pet for both the adult heartworms and the baby heartworms as
recommended by the American Heartworm Society.

‘ N ’ ith Spring comes mosquitoes and the annual threat of heartworm. The Weare Animal

Thelifecycle of heartwormisacircular one.

The mosquito bites an infected dog and ingests baby
heartworms called ‘microfilariae’. The microfilariae go
through a short maturing process in the mosquito. After that,
when the mosquito bites a new dog or cat, infective forms of
microfilariae enter the host’ s tissues.

After 45 to 50 days, these infective microfilariae grow up
into adult heartworms that migrate into the blood stream and
lodge in the heart and lungs of the dog or cat.

The adult heartworms mate and produce more microfilariae
to be picked up by the next mosquito.

It takes approximately five to six months from the time of
the mosquito bite until the heartworm tests turn positive.

G

Heartworm is a cat risk also

Medical reports in 2006 showed that cats are prone to a non-typical
form of Heartworm called Heartworm Associated Respiratory
Disease (HARD). In HARD, cats develop life threatening
pulmonary disease. Thereis no accurate test.

The best way to deal with HARD isto keep you cat on Heartworm preventive
medi cation during mosquito season (May thru October).
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N Hyperthyroid treatment—I-131

. D _\We are now able to offer the latest in treatment of feline hyperthyroidism, the use of
radio-iodine (1-131).

Hyperthyroidism is one of the most common endocrine diseases of older cats.
Previously, we used daily oral medications to help control the disease. The average life expectancy using ora
medication is about 2 years. Radio-iodine extends that up to 4 years and eliminates the need for daily ora
medi cation.

Radio-iodine has a98% curerate for feline hyperthyroidism.

The overdl cost for radio-iodine is much lower than for ora medication. But all the radio-iodine cost is
incurred at one time as opposed to spread out each month.

Radio-iodine is now considered the ‘ gold standard’ for treatment of this common disease.

Details ar e at www.i131nh.com.

Behavioral Pet Counseling

The human-animal bond is widely recognized and accepted. For
many of us, pets have become a very important and cherished part of
the family. Unacceptable pet behavior can jeopardize this bond. If
left untreated, behavior problems can escalate to the point where
many owners relinquish their pets to shelters, other homes, or even
euthanasia.

The Weare Animal has increased its behavioral services to properly
diagnosis and help correct unacceptable behaviors in cats and dogs,
thus helping to preserve the human-animal bond. Dr. Jane Barlow is
available for behavioral consultations. Please call the office to make
an appointment for your pet.

Dr. Barlow received her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from
the Atlantic Veterinary College at the University of Prince Edward
Island, Canada. She also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
biological chemistry from Bates College in Maine. Dr. Barlow is a
member of the American Veterinary Society of Animal Behavorists.
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L eptospirosis and Prevention

Leptospirosisis adisease is caused by spiral shaped bacteria called leptospires. It has been common in the
Southern U.S. and we are now starting to see afew cases herein New Hampshire.

It occurs worldwide and can affect humans as well as many wild and domestic animals, including dogs and
cats. The bacteria are spread through the urine of infected animals, which can get into water or soil and can
survive there for weeksto months. If your pet has become infected, it most likely came into contact with
leptospires in the environment or infected animals. Y our pet may have been drinking, swimming, or walking
through contaminated water. Because of increased building and development into areas that were previously
rural, pets may be exposed to more wildlife, such as raccoons, skunks, squirrels, opossums, or deer that are
infected with leptospirosis. Dogs also may pass the disease to each other, but this happens very rarely.

Y ou can prevent leptospirosisin your pet by vaccination, which we can provide for you at the Weare
Animal Hospital. Unfortunately, the vaccine does not provide 100% protection. Thisis because there are
many strains (types) of leptospires, and the vaccine does not provide immunity against all strains. It is
important to get your pet vaccinated again even if it gets leptospirosis because it can still get infected with a
different strain of |eptospires.

A New Dental VVaccine

Almost 80% of dogs over 3 years old have periodontal disease.
Periodontitisis the inflammation of the structures that support teeth, the
gum tissue, periodontal ligament, alveolus (small cavity) and cementum
(bonelike connective tissue covering the root of atooth and assisting in
tooth support).

Common signs of periodontal disease include bad breath, bleeding
gums, tooth loss, ulcers in the mouth, gum recession and/or a poor
appetite. Most pet owners only notice bad breath in their pets until very
advanced stages of the disease.

Periodontal diseaseis one of the most common infectious diseases in the
world in dogs and is caused by three different bacteria that make up
plague. The bacteria that cause most periodontitis are three types of Porphyromonas bacteria.

These bacteria have been associated with over 74% of dogs with periodontal disease and have also been
linked to diseases of the heart, kidney and lungs. These bacteria have been linked as an important cause of
aspiration pneumoniain humans.

Recently, new studies have suggested that these bacteria have long-term effects on bone |oss related to the
periodontal disease suggested alternative ways to dea with thisdisease. A new canine vaccine by Pfizer helps
minimize this bacteria build-up.

This vaccine is recommended by both veterinary dentists and the Staff at Weare Animal Hospital.
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Saff Profile

Lauren Seymour, CVT

Lauren is new to the Weare Animal Hospital. She started back in August
2007. Lauren was born and raised in Manchester, CT and moved to
Hillsboro in June with her husband. Sheisalicensed veterinary technician
and earned her degree from Becker College in Worchester, MA.

Lauren has ablack lab mix named Marley. Stop by and say hello!

Grooming
We offer grooming Monday through Friday. Please call to make an
appointment today!

Boarding
We are currently booking for Spring and Summer. Call now for your
vacations and weekend reservations!
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